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In My Opinion:  

“Cowabunga Dude”!!  I know some of you will be thinking that I should be seeking some professional help at this 
stage, but it is all brought about by one of our guitarists in the Taupo Intermediate Schools Got Talent playing or 
picking the theme to Benny Hill, and our minds were cast back to the ‘ole days’.  Like who was the famous New 
Zealand Guitarist who used to perform songs from movies like ‘Bonanza’ and ‘Apache’?  I am trying to describe the 
intense cultural week we have been immersed in this week, which just goes to show that we do provide activities 
other than sports for our students to excel in. 
 

Our Jump Jam team has been rehearsing every day to try and perfect our routine for the National Championships to 
be held on the 12th November on the North Shore.  We had an announcement that 3 of our students; Tom Wilson, 
Sarina Towers and Alex McConnon have made the finals of the New Zealand Jump Jam Idol competition and will 
compete on the 11th November. 
 

We held for the first time an Art Workshop for year 7s and 8s on Tuesday 27th September and schools from 
Mangakino, Hilltop, and Mountview, joined our kids for a day of activities, and by all accounts thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. 

- “Sally they LOVED it. Thank you so much for organising it. We would love to take part in it again” A comment from Jenny Bohan 

at Mountview 

- “I just got home and found an email from one of the parent helpers telling me what a fantastic, well organised and 

welcoming day they all had, so thank you a million, Sally, now it is  time for you to sit back”.   Sue and Robbie Graham 
 

We were also privileged to have the New Zealand Navy Band perform for us on Tuesday afternoon for a free 
concert, and also spent an hour working with our school musicians at some workshops.  The concert was targeted 
at the kids’ level and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.  Huge thanks to Jon Wood, who being a past 
member has retained contact with the band, and is the reason for their visit each time they pass through Taupo.3 
 

Then Wednesday night we showed Taupo, and the world, the talents of the students who attend this school. 
 The TIS Band –formed this year and who have been working with Tauhara College’s music department. In musical terms 

‘Tight” 

 Sarena Towers / Stella Wilton–Stuart  Drama items – “Very clever and hilarious” 

 Olivia Pearce / Madison Hunt/ Marissa Davidson who all sang individual items. “Very brave and at times quite emotional 

– dust in the air” 

 Heart Break Nation – Band members were: Angus McNicol, Michael Kok, Fipe Foai, Chloe Travers, Stella Wilton-Stuart, 

Sarina Towers, Christopher Roper, Camryn Nel, and Blake Woodfield. 

 Azur – Band Members were Madi Hunt, Benedict Brondial, Angus McNicol, Aidan Rivers, Anahere Whatu, Nicola Gebauer. 

Pheobe Slee and Kurtis Thompson. 

 Terrible Twins – Flautists – Bella Davis and Sarah Clarke. 

 Phoebe Slee – Pianist- who performed as a solo artist and also in the TIS band and the Band Azur. 

 Kane Henson – Solo Pianist 

 Jacob Klein – Guitarist – some people thought he should have performed on a bale of hay – This was the guitarist who 

evoked memories of yesteryear.  Well done Jacob. Peter Posa was the New Zealand Artist. 

 CWUA – ‘Children With Ukulele Ability’ – From Room 8 ‘Children with Academic Abilities Class’. Excellent whole class 

participation. 

 Bethany Hoyles – a beautiful Ballet performance. 

 Frosine Henderson – ‘hip hop’ solo dance performance. 

 Wearable Arts Group – who displayed the costumes from the concert in Hamilton. 

 Dance Group ‘Gold’ – Choreographed by Tessa Sandham. 
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Thank you to Mr Woodfield (Blake’s Dad) for setting up the lighting for us, and to Blake himself for his technical work 

alongside Abbey Draper and Sarn Elliott for sound.  Jordan Sievwright from Tauhara College’s ‘Gateway’ programme, for his 
efforts in working with our groups during their practice times. 
 

Thank you to Jon Wood for his assistance in helping me coordinate this wonderful evening of which we can all be proud.  A 

number of these items will be used in helping us promote our school at the Year 6 orientation days here next term.  
 

Thursday morning at 8.30am we took our Kapa Haka group to the Tuwharetoa Festival at the Events Centre and again 

can be extremely proud of our performance.  To cap off the week we hosted a Performing Arts group from Kapiti College and 

were entertained with a wonderful array of items.  They have been on a tour of the country and called in to see us today, 
Friday. It was a wonderful climax to the week of cultural activities, and now to conclude, all our students have run the Cross 

Country as well. 
 

Next week at 7am Monday morning we are off to ABEL TASMAN NATIONAL PARK for the ‘Great Walk’ and we will be 
able to share that experience with you when we get back next term. 
 

Don’t forget the help we need to host those school kids from Christchurch.  You can collect a letter for hosting 
rights from the office with your details, contacts and how many students you can billet.  There are 18 x students 
and 8 x adults to be looked after, and if you can twist the arm of a local operator to help us with some kids’ 
activities – boating, jet boating, visits, rafting, yachting etc then please contact me direct at Taupo 
Intermediate School. 
- Now the Earthquakes have subsided, this is the time to give these kids an opportunity to enjoy some of our 

fantastic hospitality here in Taupo.  They don’t actually have their own school anymore and are housed in 

temporary accommodation.  Some families are ‘Red Zone’ families and have struggled to put the money 

together to buy their airline tickets. (No apparent assistance from our airlines??) 
 

Cheers to our community, and thank you for your continued support of our students and our school. 
What a great week !!!!! 
 

Final Thoughts: 
- Go the Warriors and the All Blacks and can the IRB stop picking on our Samoan Brothers?  What is it with the mouth 

guards???  And the horrific fine.  $10,000 where do they think that money will come from? – Probably from donations from 

the families, the churches, and the NZ Rugby Football Union. Have a great weekend. 

Bill Clarke - Principal 

Discover the magic of 
watercolour painting!    
  (For ages 8 - 15 years old) 
Wed &/or Thurs Oct 12/13 2011 
10:00 am - 3 pm  
Cost is $45 (Or $85 for both days 
or 2 siblings.) 
 Art materials are provided.  
(Canvas Acrylic painting option 
available on Thursday) 
Classes will be held in Room 19 
at Hilltop School.  For details, 
phone or fax Sue Graham at 
Wildwood Gallery  377 0469 or 
email 
sue@wildwoodgallery.co.nz 

Congratulation  
 Liam Williams Rm 20 has made the New 

Zealand Football Talent Centre for the 2
nd

 time. 
The Talent Centre is the identified pathway for 
NZ Football selection into age Group squads.  A 
fantastic achievement for Liam who recently 
declined selection to the King Country Rugby 
Roller Mills squad so that he could concentrate 
on his football. He would like to thank all those 
team mates, parents and coaches that have 
helped him to achieve this National recognition. 
 

BOP Under 13 Boys Hockey – Hatch Cup Team 

Jack Maxwell (Rm 20), Dean McCann (Rm 21) 

and Kurtis Thompson (Rm 3) 
 

Taupo Intermediate School Cross Country Results 
Yr 7    1st Room   5                Yr 8   1st Room   2 
          2nd Room   1                         2nd Room 13 
          3rd Room 15                         3rd  Room 16 

Harold's River Cruise 

Saturday October 1 

Greatly reduced fares: Adults $15                   

                                     Children $7 

                           Pre schoolers Gold coin  

The Huka Falls River Cruise  Departs 

Aratiatia Dam car park  9a.m 

10.30am, 2.30pm, and 4pm  Sausage 

sizzle.   All proceeds to Life Education 

Trust.  Tickets available from: i-site 

Taupo   Robyn King 07 3772148 / 

0272869994 

Come and meet up with Big Harold and 

have some fun on the Waikato River! 

Many thanks in advance, 

Jude and the Life Education Team. 

Congratulations to our Hockey Teams who had prize giving last night with many of our student’s also achieving other awards – 
junior umpiring, Under 13 yrs reps (BOP).  The final placements were: 
                    1st    Kura                       2nd   TIS Alphas                 3rd    TIS Vipers              4th    TIS Hot Sticks           
                    5th    Hilltop                     6th    TIS Jabawakeiz         7th    TIS Strikers          8th    TIS Predators 

Scrapbook Cottage 
Looking for something for your children during the holidays, check out Scrapbook Cottage for a fun class. 

School Holiday classes include: Scrapbooking ~ Cards ~ Mini Albums ~ Canvas ~ Teen Scrapping Day ~ Monogram Letter ~ 

Shadow Box ~ Tissue Box cover ~ Wall Hanging. For boys and girls aged 8 years and up. 

New location: Totara Point Shopping Centre, 11a/48 Totara St (next to Curves), call in or phone on 378 1890 for more 

information and to book or check out www.scrapbookcottagetaupo.com 

http://www.scrapbookcottagetaupo.com/


 
 


