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Tēnā koutou e te whānau, parents and caregivers, 
 
 

A belated but very proud congratulations to our Chess Team - Kauri Crabb, Ari Khaled and 
Kruze Stewert who represented Taupō Intermediate at the Taupō Regional Chess Competition. 
A special shout-out to Kauri, who placed first, and Ari, who placed second, earning both a 
place at the National Championships in October.  To top it off, the TIS team placed second 
overall, meaning all members will now compete at Nationals. Ka rawe! 
 
 

We also congratulate our EPro8 Team - Andy Berriman, Leela Thompson, Kian Thompson 
and Benjamin Grant who competed in both the semi-final and final of the Waikato/Bay of 
Plenty EPro8 Challenge at Mokoia Intermediate this week.  After finishing 2nd equal on 
Tuesday, they advanced to the finals where they placed third overall out of 12 Intermediate 
and Middle School teams.  Our best result yet in this competition.  Outstanding effort, team! 
 
 

A huge congratulations to all our Speech Competition semi-finalists for their well-crafted and 
confidently delivered speeches.  The standard was incredibly high, making judging extremely 
difficult. 
 
 

Our Year 7 finalists are: Evie Liddle, Paprika Chavez, Eden Trueman, Rubi Popham, Mia 
Kai and Sophie du Plessis. 
 
 

Our Year 8 finalists are: Pippa Walker, Jayde Wiggan, Patrick Wilson, Grayson Nicholas, 
Nyla Grigg and Shiloh McQuinlin. 
 
 

We wish you all the very best for the upcoming finals. 
 
 

Our Dance NZ Made Jazz and Contemporary troupes have now been finalised and have 
begun learning their routines. Solos, duos and trios are also underway, with judging scheduled 
for the last Wednesday of the term.  Hip Hop troupe trials will take place next week.  A big 
thank-you to our external tutors who are helping prepare our dancers for the Taupō Dance NZ 
Made competition on 6–7 August 2026. 
 
 

We are also close to confirming a Kapa Haka tutor for our school and hope to finalise 
arrangements next week.  Thank you to the parents, caregivers and whānau who responded to 
our call for support.  Your involvement is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Finally, good luck to the Chiefs in the final this weekend. 
 
 

Ngā mihi nui, 
The Team at Taupō Intermediate School 



 

Attendance Corner 

 

 



 

Waiouru army museum 
 
Last week Room 22 visited the New Zealand Army Museum in Waiouru as a purposeful extension 
of our recent ANZAC unit of study, as well as to deepen students’ current learning around 
innovation and change over time. This experience provided students with a rich, authentic 
context to explore the historical development of warfare, particularly through a “weapons of 
war” timeline that examined how technology has evolved in response to changing needs, 
environments, and global conflicts. 

 
The visit enabled the students to engage directly with primary sources, artefacts, and 
interactive exhibits that bring history to life in ways that cannot be replicated in the classroom. 
By observing real equipment, vehicles, and personal stories of service personnel, students have 
strengthened their understanding of the social, technological, and human impacts of war. 

 
Overall, the visit to the NZ Army Museum provided a meaningful learning opportunity with direct 
connection to in-class and out of class experience. We had a great time and the boys behaved 
wonderfully throughout the trip. We can all be very proud of their maturity and sensitivity of 
the occasion, even if the army rations were not as pleasant as the boys hoped. 
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芢芣Taupo Greening Day芢芣 
 

Even though grey clouds loomed overhead, and it was cold and raining at times, 
that didn't stop us from going to green day. When we arrived, we were given a curfew 
then set off to go explore. There were so many stands and so many things to see. My friend 
and I first went to check out this interesting stand about all the invertebrates - any animal 
without a backbone - that live in the streams and rivers all around Taupo. These little 
creatures help us know if water ways are healthy or not. Some of them even make their 
homes in hollow sticks!  
 
 

Further along the way we stopped at a honey stand, there we tasted multiple honeys made 
of different native flowers. The three we tasted had 
different colours, textures and flavours. We also learnt about the different types of native 
flowers that are used in the honey such as, Kanuka, Manuka, Rewarewa, and Kāmahi. In 
a bee's lifetime they make 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey. 

 
  

Like bees, we bumbled over to another stand. This one was about the long-tailed bat found 
in the Waipahihi Botanical Reserve. The long-tailed bat is native and critically 
endangered. They only weigh 8 to 11 grams; the same as a two-dollar coin! The ranger at 
the stand also told us an interesting fact about trout; on the sides of their bodies, there is a 
line called a lateral line. And as bats use echo location to find food, trout can do the same 
with their lateral line. 
 
  

After a while of exploring, eating lollies, hot sausages and playing minigames, we finally 
stumbled across the Tidy Taupo stand. For this stand I had made a fish out of all the hard 
plastics I had collected. The most common item was shotgun shells - and no, there is nobody 
shooting on the lake front. Another common item was lollipop sticks. There was a guessing 
game about the things. 
 
 

HOW MANY LOLLIPOP STICKS ARE IN THE CONTAINER? - I guessed 500. 
 

We waddled over to look at tree planting and found ourselves planting a Kanuka. Overall, 
the turnout was impressive; 4,000 holes dug, 4,000 trees planted. I give a big thank you to 
Room 7 for taking me, my mum and my friends over to the planting day. It was extremely 
enjoyable and we learnt a lot of new things. And ate a lot of lollies. When we arrived back 
at school, we were tired and puffed but happy to be back. 
 

By Zara Tanner Room 8 



 

  
 

 
 



 

T.I.S SPORTS  
CO-ORDINATOR NEWS 

 
 

Super 11 Rock Climbing Championships 
Last week, TIS proudly hosted the Super 11 Rock Climbing Championships. It was a fantastic event with over 
80 climbers from around the region taking part in a day of challenging and technical climbing. 
 

We had a team of 14 climbers representing TIS, all of whom tackled the demanding speed climbs with 
determination and skill. Congratulations to Micah Wallace, Nia Simm, Patrick Wilson, Erin Soutar, Nyla Grigg, 
and George Gregory, who all recorded strong performances to qualify for the finals. 
 

Special congratulations to George Gregory, who claimed the Year 7 Boys title, and Micah Wallace, who finished 
3rd in the Year 7 Girls division. Micah, alongside teammates Nia Simm and Devon Binnie, also secured bronze 
in the Year 7 Girls Teams event. The Year 8 Girls team of Erin Soutar, Nyla Grigg, and Shiloh McQuinlan 
followed suit, also earning a bronze medal in the team competition. 
 

A huge thank you must also go to our TIS Sports Leaders, who assisted throughout the day. They represented 
our school exceptionally well, with one visiting school commenting on how impressed they were with their 
helpfulness, leadership, and professionalism, stating they were a real credit to TIS. 
 

Orienteering 
On Wednesday, we welcomed members of the Taupō Orienteering Club, who delivered an excellent training 
session to students ahead of the Big O Day Out on Wednesday 24 June. 
 

Many of our experienced orienteers, some of whom have been involved since Year 4, found the school-based 
course relatively straightforward. The Big O Day Out will provide a much greater challenge, requiring students 
to combine their navigation skills, decision-making, and running ability to achieve success. We are looking 
forward to seeing them put their skills to the test. 
 

Winter Sport Update 
Our winter sports teams continue to thrive, and it has been fantastic to see so many students involved across 
a wide range of sporting codes. More importantly, it has been a pleasure watching students grow in confidence, 
develop new skills, and enjoy representing their school. 
 

As a reminder to all spectators, coaches, and supporters, please continue to embrace the Positive Vibes 
Campaign. Regardless of the sport, situation, or result, we want to ensure that our sidelines remain positive, 
encouraging, and supportive for all participants. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Next week, a small team will travel to Tauranga to compete in the Super 11 Indoor Bowls Competition. This 
event will provide valuable experience and serve as a great lead-in to the AIMS Games later in the year. We 
wish the team all the best. 
 

Colour Run Fundraiser – 6 Weeks to Go! 
Our Colour Run Fundraiser is now just six weeks away! We have been visiting classrooms this week to promote 
the event and explain how students can sign up. 
 

The Colour Run will take place on Tuesday 28 July and promises to be a fun, colourful day for all involved. 
Funds raised will go towards purchasing new sports uniforms, helping our students continue to look their best 
when representing TIS. 
 

We would love the support of our school community. Please encourage your child to sign up and start 
fundraising. Details are on HERO and in school classrooms.  If students are having still having  difficulties 
registering, please send them to Libby for assistance. 
 

Every contribution, no matter how big or small, will help us achieve our goal and is greatly appreciated. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of sport at TIS. 
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T.I.S TUCK SHOP 
KRISTIE’S KAI 

 
 

MORNING TEA PLAY BREAK - 10.40AM–11.10AM 
(Buy items at tuckshop window) 

LUNCH TIME PLAY BREAK - 12.40–1.20PM 
(Buy items at tuckshop window) 

 

 

 
 

SUSHI AVAILABLE – Every TUESDAY (Order at tuckshop by 9am) 



 

t.i.s important 
UPCOMING DATES 

 

JUNE/JULY 2026 
TERM TWO 

 
Week 10 

 
Wednesday 24th June – School Speeches at Assembly 

Friday 26th June – Room 4 Mount Pureora Trip 
Friday 26th June – Super 11 Indoor Bowls 

 
Week 11 

 
Wednesday 1st July – Celebration Assembly 

Friday 3rd July – Last day of Term 2 
 

JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2026 
TERM THREE 

Week 1 
 

Monday 20th July – First day of Term 3 
Wednesday 22nd July – Celebration Assembly 

Friday 24th July – Super 11 Basketball 
 

Week 2 
 

Tuesday 28th July – School Cross Country 
Friday 31st July – Super 11 Winter Tournament 

 
Week 3 

 
Wednesday 5th August – Celebration Assembly 

Thursday 6th August – Board Meeting 5.30pm-7.30pm 
Wednesday 5th August – Room 9 Golf Sim Day 

Friday 7th August – Super 11 Cross Country 
 

Week 4 
 

Tuesday 11th August – Maths Whizz team at TIS 
Thursday 13th August – Bandquest Waikato 

Friday 14th August – Science Roadshow 
Friday 14th August – Super 11 Rugby League 

 
 
 
 


