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Tena koutou e te whanau, parents and caregivers,

As we come to the end of another busy and successful term, | would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge our students, staff, and wider school community for their commitment and support
throughout what has been a full and rewarding 11-week term.

It has been wonderful to see our students embracing opportunities both inside and outside the
classroom. Throughout the term, our learners have continued to make progress in their academic
learning, while also achieving success across a wide range of sporting, cultural, and leadership
experiences. We are incredibly proud of the way our students continue to represent Taupd Intermediate
School and strive for excellence in all that they do.

We are particularly excited about the many opportunities ahead in the cultural space as we move into
Term 3. Our talented musicians are preparing for Band quest as part of the School Rock Band, while our
dancers will be showcasing their skills at Dance NZ Made, with students performing in solo, duo, trio,
jazz, contemporary, and hip-hop categories. Rehearsals are also well underway for our school
production, Kiwiana, which promises to be a fantastic celebration of New Zealand culture and talent. In
addition, we are excited to begin developing our kapa haka group, providing another valuable opportunity
for students to connect with and celebrate te ao Maori.

Term 3 will also provide an important opportunity for us to share student learning journeys and progress
with whanau. We look forward to connecting with families and celebrating the growth, achievements, and
next learning steps of our students.

A special acknowledgement goes to all students who received Excellence Awards today, as well as
those who have been recognised during the first two terms of the year. Your commitment to our school
values and consistent efforts to strive for excellence deserve to be celebrated. We are incredibly proud to
share that more than 300 students have now received at least one Excellence Award, and over 500
Excellence medals have been awarded so far this year. These achievements highlight the positive
culture of effort, perseverance, and success that continues to grow across our school.

| would also like to sincerely thank our parents, caregivers, and whanau who have supported the school
throughout the year to date. Whether assisting with Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)
experiences, coaching and managing sports teams, attending events, or simply encouraging your child
each day, your involvement makes a significant difference. The partnership between home and school is
vital to student success, and we greatly appreciate your ongoing support.

Finally, a huge thank you to the many local businesses and community organisations that have
generously donated funds, provided sports equipment, or sponsored our sporting teams. Your support
enables our students to access opportunities that enrich their learning and development. It is fantastic to
see our local community rallying around Taupd Intermediate School and helping us achieve our vision of
"Striving for Excellence."

Thank you for your continued support throughout the term. We wish all our students and families a safe,
relaxing, and well-deserved holiday break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed
and ready for an exciting Term 3.

Nga mihi nui, The Team at Taupo Intermediate School




ATTENDANCE CORNER

Attendance Progress Report: Term 2 Week 11
School Attendance Rates

ATTENDANCE RATE FOR THE SCHOOL

Attendance Threshold Rates
Irregular
81%-909%
Maintenance Early

& Roeo!nltlon Intervention
Week 6 62.97% 19.80%

Week 7 64.54% 19.72%
Week 8 62.15% 22.51%
Week 9 63.10% 22.42%
Week 10 59.60% 25.74%
Week 11 61.16% 23.51%

Attendance Data Review — Weeks 6-11

Attendance data for Weeks 6—11 shows that most Taupd Intermediate School students
continue to attend regularly, with Regular Attendance (91-100%) remaining relatively
stable between 59.60% and 64.54%. The highest rate was recorded in Week 7 (64.54%),
while the lowest was in Week 10 (59.60%), likely reflecting the seasonal impact of winter
illnesses and other factors affecting attendance.

The percentage of students in the Irregular Attendance (81-90%) category increased
slightly across the period, rising from 19.80% in Week 6 to a peak of 25.74% in Week 10
before decreasing to 23.51% in Week 11. This indicates that several students are just below
the regular attendance threshold and may benefit from additional support to improve their
attendance patterns.

The Moderate Attendance (71-80%) group remained relatively consistent, fluctuating
between 8.53% and 10.89%. Encouragingly, this category did not show any significant
increases over the six-week period.

Students in the Chronic Attendance (below 70%) category remained between 5.18% and
6.77% throughout the reporting period. While these numbers are relatively stable, they
continue to be a focus area for targeted intervention and support, as regular attendance is
critical for academic achievement, wellbeing, and engagement in school life.

Overall, the data suggests that while attendance rates have remained relatively steady,
there remains an opportunity to increase the proportion of students attending regularly. A
key priority moving into Term 3 will be working alongside students, whanau, and staff to
improve attendance outcomes and ensure all leamers have the best opportunity to achieve
success through consistent participation in school.
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Our Year 7 and 8 Food Tech students recently took on the "Cookie for a Customer* design
challenge, a project directly aligned with the NZ Technology Curriculum.

Leading up to the practical assessment students explored food allergies, dietary preferences and
clever ingredient swaps (like baking without gluten, eggs or dairy). For the challenge, they were
handed a specific customer brief and tasked with managing the entire design process
independently—from researching and planning to baking and evaluating a cookie.

The creativity was off the charts! We saw everything from Apple Pie and Banana Chocolate Chip
cookies to ANZAC-inspired creations, gooey S'mores treats and options specifically engineered to
be budget-friendly or healthier.

It was a thoroughly fun, successful assessment and our young chef’s did an incredible job. Check
out our proud bakers and their final creations below!
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REAL - Counselling

Whetu Marewa is community based, which means we can come to you, or host you at
our base. We focus on understanding what you need right now and engaging in ways that
work for you. Often that means we’re not sitting in a room or office but out doing
something active, like walking, bike riding or something else you may enjoy.

We use a range of ways to work with those we’re supporting. These may include:

Talking therapies
Youth coaching and mentoring
A range of recreational activities to build skills, confidence and community
connections.
Real are currently looking for referrals for their two new group support sessions
starting Term 3. Social Media Support
Vaping Education and Support

These will both run during school time for an hour and a half, once a week.

If you would like your child to attend one of these programmes, please get in touch with
Rebecca and she will follow up with a referral form for you ...

learningsupport@taupointermediate.co.nz

Alternatively, there are two AFTER school programmes currently running:

Girls group after school on a Thursday. Parents can refer directly. Friendship issues.
Go and do things together. Opportunities to socialize.

Boys group after school on a Tuesday. Year 8 students are preferable as there is a big
focus on supporting with the transition to college.

Rebeccalngram
LSC/SENCO




THE SUPPORT HUB

Attendance
Congratulations to the following students who received an award this afternoon for
100% attendance in Term 2. A special mention to these students who have 100%
attendance for the year to date.

We also want to acknowledge the other 323 students who attended at or above our
school's goal of 85% attendance.

Approximately 35 students will get a special mention early next term who improved
their attendance rate between terms 1 and 2 by at least 20%. Any improvement is
not going unnoticed, and we want to congratulate them for making a concerted
effort to get to school more often.
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(30 ORDINATOR NEWS

What a fantastic way to finish the term!

O Orienteering Day Out
We had an amazing day at the Big O Orienteering Day Out, now in its fourth year, and once again
it proved to be a hugely successful event. Taupd Intermediate School had a fantastic day, with our
students performing exceptionally well while demonstrating great teamwork, determination, and
sportsmanship.

Working in pairs, students combined their fitness, teamwork, and navigation skills to locate as many
as possible of the 30 control points spread throughout Spa Park and Owen Delaney Park.

Our hard work certainly paid off with some outstanding results:
Year 7/8 Boys

© 1st— George Milne & Connor White

©® 3rd — Max Peirce & Tyrone Leach

Year 7/8 Girls

© 1st — Shiloh McQuinlan & Nyla Grigg

® 2nd — Micah Wallace & Thea Young

© 3rd — Ella Newth & Isabella Sapsford

Mixed

© 1st— Patrick Wilson & Skye Conway (Highest score of the entire day!) %
® 2nd — Isla Kemp & Carter Nagel

© 3rd — Laura Officer & George Gregory

Congratulations to all our students for their enthusiasm, teamwork, and outstanding efforts
throughout the day.

Colour Run — Tuesday 28 July

Now it's time to swap finding control points for getting covered in colour!

We're looking forward to a fantastic Colour Run on Tuesday 28 July! This is our major Sports
Fundraiser, with all funds raised going towards new school sports uniforms.

Today we kicked things off with a fun challenge where Mr Woods, Mr Blake, and Libby were
slimed! It was a great way to finish the term (perhaps not so much for them!), and it certainly
encouraged lots of students to sign up.

If your child has registered, please encourage them to start fundraising. On their profile page, simply
click the "Share" button and choose to share their fundraising page via email, socials, or by
copying the URL link. Sharing their personal fundraising link is the best way for friends and family
to sponsor them.

Thank you for your support—we can't wait to see everyone covered in colour on the day!

School Cross Country

A reminder that our annual School Cross Country will also take place on Tuesday 28 July.

The day begins with our competitive races, which students can choose to enter. Entries for these
races will open in Term 3.

Following the competitive races, we'll hold our Colour Run, which is open to all students who have
registered and completed their fundraising.
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Super 11 Indoor Bowls Championships
Congratulations to Mikayla and Annabelle, who proudly represented Taupo Intermediate at the
Super 11 Indoor Bowls Championships in Tauranga on Friday.

The girls had an outstanding day, winning 3 of their 5 matches. After the morning pool rounds, they
were reseeded based on their results and went on to win both of their afternoon games, finishing an
impressive 21st out of 36 teams.

This was a fantastic achievement considering:

% It was the first time the girls had played together as a team.

% It was Annabelle's first-ever competitive indoor bowls tournament.

% It was Mikayla's first time playing in the skip position.

# They were competing against many experienced and high-quality teams.

A huge thank you to our Mr Blackbourne for transporting and supporting the team throughout the
day. And a great experience as the girls now continue their preparations for the NZ AIMS Games.

Thank You

A huge thank you to all our winter sports coaches for the incredible time, commitment, and
enthusiasm you have given our students this term. Your dedication provides so many wonderful
sporting opportunities, and we are extremely grateful.

| hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday. | know several teams will continue training over
the break, and | wish them all the best.

A Special Thank You
Finally, from the Sports Department, a huge thank you to Libby White for all her hard work and

support over the years. From organising uniforms and kit bags to preparing certificates, Libby has
been an invaluable part of our team and has contributed greatly to the success of TIS Sport.

We wish Libby all the very best in her new venture and thank her for everything she has done. She
will be greatly missed!

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in Term 3, with plenty of exciting events ahead,
including the School Cross Country, AIMS Games, Rippa Rugby, and much more. Have a
wonderful holiday!
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FUNDRAISE
AWAY

Creating an online profile page is It's time to start fundraising by
easy! Just follow the instructions sharing your unique profile page
online and set your fundraising goal link to family and friends via social

GET STARTED ONLINE ¥} i media. text. email or your OR code
)

Visit myprofilepage.co.nz

and click the 'Register’ button. Ask
your parent or guardian to help
you get started - you'll be up and
running in no time!

CHOOSE PRIZES OR
DONATE TO A CAUSE

Before the fundraiser close date, When the fundraiser closes. you will
please login or create a profile page need to order y\

to make an online donation equal to not donate

the amount of cash collected.

You can select multiple prizes if you
ralse $25 or more. For example, if
you raise $100, you can choose one
ptize from the $100-$149 category.

wWeeo) o

Choose one prize from the $50-574 category
and two prizes from the $25-S49 category.

Today we kicked things off with a fun challenge where Mr Woods, Mr
Blake, and Libby were slimed! It was a great way to finish the term
(perhaps not so much for them!), and it certainly encouraged lots of

students to sign up.

Thank you for your support—we can't wait to see everyone covered
in colour on the day!




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Well, that's a wrap on our Olympic Handball unit! What a great way to finish of f
the ferm, with lots of improvement, teamwork, and some impressive skill
development along the way. Next up in Term 3, we're serving up Volleyball. We're
lucky enough to have a special guest volleyball athlete joining us Week 1 term 3 to
teach the students the basics, rules, and key skills to get everyone started.

Our Taupdo Intermediate students have been fantastic throughout the handball
unit. The improvement has been clear to see — from sharper passing and increased
distance, to some very impressive frick shots. Students have shown real growth
and confidence in their gamep

Over Terms 1 and 2, we've worked our way through three different sports, and it's
been great to see students consistently giving new activities a go. Participation has
been strong, and it's been awesome watching teamwork, confidence, and skill levels
grow across the year.

Our lunchtime sports competition has also been a highlight this ferm. Handball has
brought out great energy, tfeamwork, and some closely contested games. As
handball will continue as our lunchtime sport for the first two weeks of Term 3, we
will be announcing our lunchtime sports champions later in the term — so there is

in Term 3, ready to bump, set, and spike our way into Volleyball!

"Effort today, improvement tomorrow."
Ma te wa - PE Unit: Dee and Charné




STAFF SNAPSHOT

Kia ora,

My name is Courtney Fitness, and I am the Room 15 teacher. I have been teaching
for three years and began my teaching journey at Taupo Intermediate.

I was born in Hamilton and have spent some of my schooling years in Wellington
and Tauranga, which has given me a wide range of experiences that I bring into the
classroom.

Outside of school, I enjoy gaming, reading, and doing puzzles, and when I get the
chance, I love spending time camping. I'm looking forward to working alongside
students and whanau and supporting everyone to have a positive and successful

year.

COMMUNITY MESSAGE

We were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Herwi Scheltus on the
27t of June.

We would like to take a moment to acknowledge and thank Herwi for the
wonderful mahi he carried out at Taupo Intermediate during 2022-2023.

Working alongside Kids Greening Taup0, he played an integral role in helping
establish the native planting in our gully area.

Herwi quietly gave his time, support and expert advice with genuine
generosity. He would often pop in during weekends, quietly beavering away,
never seeking recognition or acknowledgement—simply wanting to make a
positive difference.

Today, those thriving native plants stand as a lasting reminder of Herwi's
dedication, generosity, and willingness to share his knowledge and time. His
contribution has left a legacy that will be appreciated by our students, staff
and wider school community for generations to come.

Thank you, Herwi, for all that you gave to our kura.

Our heartfelt condolences are with Herwi's whanau, friends and all who knew
him during this time of loss. May he rest in peace.
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Week 1




T.I.S STAFTF

(CONTACT TNFORMATION)

TAUPO INTERMEDIATE STAFF

Board Presiding Member: Simon Bendall (sbendall@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Principal: Brent Woods (bwoods@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Deputy Principal: Sam Blake (Year 8 Dean) (sblake@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Deputy Principal: Michelle Patterson (Year 7 Dean) (mpatterson@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Sports Coordinator: Sam Bradley (sport@taupointermediate.co.nz)

CLASSROOMS/TEACHERS

Room 1
Zoe Fletcher (zfletcher@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 2
Wendy Marais (wmarais@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 3
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 4
CWAA CLASS Sarah Hack (shack@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 5
Kelly Rangihika (krangihika@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 6
Salendra Kumar (skumar@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 7
Shivani Chand (schand@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 8
Pamela Clydesdale (pclydesdale@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 9
Cheryl Berkahn-Weir (cberkahnweir@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 10
Kriza Cruz (kcruz@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 11
Suzanne Rokstad (srokstad@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 12
Giovanna Frizon (gfrizon@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 13
Maria Gray (mGrayl@taupointermediate.co.nz)




Room 14

Courtney Warren (cwarren@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Room 15

Courtney Fitness (cfitness@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 16
Kim Crofskey (kCrofskey@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 17
Samantha Barr (Howe) (sbarr@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Room 18
Donna Shaw (Literacy Support) (dshaw@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Room 19
Bernadette Gallagher (Numeracy Support) (bgallagher@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 20
(Support Hub Office & Hauora Room)

Room 21
Rebecca Ingram LSC Support Hub (learningsupport@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 22
BOYS CLASS Rob Emerson (rEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 23
BOYS CLASS Phil Somers (psomers@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 24
GIRLS CLASS Priscila Shepherd (pshepherd@taupointermediate.co.nz)

Room 25
GIRLS CLASS Jacqueline Emerson (JEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz)

TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS

Food Technology: Amy Kingan (AKingan@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Visual Arts: Pamela Wood (pwood@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Materials & Design: Nikki Morris (nmorris@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Science: Kate Callaghan (kcallaghan@taupointermediate.co.nz)

& Amanda Mangelsen (aMangelsen@taupointermediate.co.nz)

LEARNING ASSISTANTS

Learning Assistants: Donna Shaw/Bernadette Gallagher/Carol Davis
Merenea Hurae/Kelvin Crickett
Cameron Bradley/Nia Maxwell
Dee Campbell/Charne Whitham

OFFICE/SUPPORT STAFF

Office Manager/PA: Rachel Wakelin (admin@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Finance Manager: Corinne Jacobshagen (accounts@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Office Receptionist: Dianne Coe (office@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Resource Manager: Libby White (adminassistant@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Caretaker: Mark Hadfield (mhatfield@taupointermediate.co.nz)
Tuckshop Manager: Kristie Bush (kbush@taupointermediate.co.nz)




