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Kia ora parents, caregivers and whānau, 

We have now reached the midway point of Term 3.  Just when it feels like things might start to slow down 
after a busy few weeks of Student Conferences, DanceNZMade, BandQuest, Saturday morning netball, and 
the conclusion of our after-school netball and hockey competitions, we find ourselves heading into another 
exciting and action-packed five weeks. 

There is certainly plenty happening across our school.  Upcoming events include our Community and Māori 
Whānau Hui, Year 8 visits to local secondary schools, production rehearsals building momentum towards 
our Term 4 Kiwiana production, the Waikato Science Fair, the Tough Gal & Guy Challenge, Teacher Only 
Days, and preparations for both individual competitors and school teams heading to the Zespri NZAIMS 
Games. 

Over the past few weeks, our school community has been significantly affected by Influenza A and a gastro 
bug, with some students being absent for a week or more while recovering.  Both illnesses appear to be 
highly contagious, and we encourage families to ensure students return to school only when they are fully 
recovered.  While we continue to focus on improving attendance and supporting students to be present 
and engaged in learning, the health and wellbeing of our students remain our highest priority. 

We would also like to invite all members of our school community to attend our upcoming consultation 
meetings: 

Community Hui 

 Tuesday 25 August  

 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

 School Hall 

This is a valuable opportunity to meet your Board members, learn more about the direction of our school, 
and contribute your ideas as we begin shaping Taupō Intermediate School's strategic goals and priorities 
for 2027-2028. 

Māori Whānau Hui 

 Monday 31 August 

 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

 School Hall 

We warmly welcome our Māori whānau to join us for an evening of kōrero, connection, and discussion 
about how we can continue to strengthen outcomes and opportunities for our Tamariki. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our students, staff, and wider school community.  We greatly value 
the partnership we share with our families, caregivers, and whānau.  We look forward to seeing many of 
you at our upcoming events and celebrating the successes of our students throughout the remainder of the 
term. 

Nga mihi nui 
TIS Leadership Team 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

Current supports at TIS 
Girls social support group with Real 

Jujitsu for boys with Real 
Aspire with The Salvation Army 

Young Pioneers at Taupo Timebank 
Ringcraft Boxing for boys and for girls with Cam 

Granny Readers in the library 
One to one counselling with Real, Mana Ake and Anamata 

Just Dance with Mana Ake/Lunch club with Mana Ake 
Breakfast club 

Literacy and Maths support groups 
Music lessons 

RTLB in various classes 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_쒠쒡쒢쒣쒤 HELP FEED OUR FUTURE AT TAUPO INTERMEDIATE! 莯莰莱莲莳莴莵莶获莸莹莺莻莼莽莾莿菀 
Sponsor Our Breakfast Club & Fuel Young Minds 

 

Every morning at Taupo Intermediate, our dedicated team of teacher aides and volunteers serves warm 
Milo and toast to ensure our students start their day ready to learn. 
 

Because our school does not qualify for government-funded initiatives like KidsCan, we rely 100% on the 
generosity of local businesses and wonderful community families to keep our pantry stocked. 
 

WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP - A simple warm breakfast makes a massive difference in student focus, 
attendance, and wellbeing. To keep our doors, open every school morning, we need ongoing donations 
or sponsorships for: 
***Bread & Spreads (Butter, Jam, Vegemite) 
***Milo & Milo 
***Breakfast bowls, cups, and napkins 
***Financial contributions to purchase fresh supplies 
 

WHAT WE OFFER OUR SPONSORS - We love recognizing those who help our Tamariki thrive! In return 
for your business or family sponsorship, you will receive: 
***Window Advertising: Your business logo or family name proudly displayed on our Breakfast Club 
window. 
***Newsletter Feature: Exposure to hundreds of local families in our regular Taupo Intermediate 
newsletter. 
***Community Gratitude: Knowing you are directly nourishing local students every single day! 
 

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY! - Whether you are a local business owner looking to give back or a family 
wanting to support fellow students, every bit helps.  Contact Taupo Intermediate Today! 
***Phone: 07 378 8097 
***Email: admin@taupointermediate.co.nz 
***In Person: Drop by the main school office to discuss how you can help! 
 

Thank you for supporting our school community and powering up our students for success! 



 

 

   



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Taupo Intermediate had a fantastic week of finals, bringing the 2026 Winter 
Sports League season to a close. 
 
A huge thank you to all of our coaches, team managers, supporters, and parents. 
It has been a wonderful season, and our students would not have had these 
opportunities without your commitment, encouragement, and support. We look 
forward to formally thanking our coaches and team managers, while also 
celebrating the achievements of our students, at the TIS Sports Awards 
Evening on Monday 21st September. 
 
Our Rippa Rugby programme continues with the Kings Country Rugby coaches. 
Permission slips will be sent out on Monday for students wishing to take part in 
the Kings Country Rippa Rugby Tournament on Wednesday 23rd September. 
 
Next Wednesday, we have the Tough Guy & Gal Challenge, which is always a fun 
event.  We are also just two weeks away from the start of the Zespri AIMS 
Games, where our teams and athletes will proudly represent Taupo Intermediate 
School in Tauranga. 
 
Good luck to all students involved in these upcoming events as we head into an 
exciting finish to Term 3. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  2026 Basketball Finals 
What an incredible way to finish the basketball season! Monday night’s finals were packed with energy, 
intensity, and amazing teamwork from all our players. 
 
First on court were the TIS Dribblers, who faced off against the Hilltop Hornets. The Dribblers came 
out flying, showing fantastic teamwork and determination to secure a brilliant win and claim the Dev A 
title. 
Next was the bronze playoff between TIS Shots and Tongariro. It was a thrilling, hard-fought battle 
from start to finish, with the Shots going down by just one goal in a nail-biting finish. 
In Dev B, we had an all-TIS showdown between the TIS Lakers and the TIS Slammers. Both teams gave 
it everything they had, but the Lakers rose to the challenge and powered their way to victory as the 
eventual winners. 
 
The final game of the night brought a fierce local rivalry in the Prem Division, with TIS Ballers taking on 
Hilltop’s top team, Thunder. TIS showed nerves of steel, stepped up under pressure, and fought their 
way to an outstanding win to become the Intermediate Prem champions. 

 
Well done to all the students who won the Lake Taupo Team Spirit Awards:- 

TIS Ballers - Max Martelli 
TIS Shots - Cyrus Benson 

TIS Lakers - Kruze Stewart 
TIS Slammers - Harrison Sutton-Dewhurst 

TIS Dribblers - Carter Nagel 
 

A huge congratulations to all our players for an amazing season full of effort, passion, and team spirit. 
And a big thank you to all our coaches and team managers for their support and dedication throughout 

the year. 
 

Teams 
TIS Ballers 

Cooper Elers, Connor White, Max Martelli, Jack Henry, Beau Cornelius, Logan Vessey, Dan Wilson  
Coach Anna Wakefield , Team Manager Leah White 

 
TIS Shots 

Cooper Marriott, Lucas Powell, Casey Williams, Cyrus Benson, Max Messenger, Jaxon White, Kyami 
Chase 

Coach Jason Marriott 
 

TIS Lakers  
Kruze Stewart, Stanley Newman, Layken Boyd, Chorton Tamang, Eli Wood, Matthew Eveleigh, Amos 

Nepia and Ari Khaled 
Coach:- Yvette Stewart, Team Manager Mirae Wood 

 
TIS Slammers 

Zara Tanner, Fergus Brett, Mike Catayas, Harrison Sutton-Dewhurst, Cam McCord, Bronson Hanson and 
Braxton Mihninnick 
Coach:- Jem Tanner 

 
TIS Lakers 

Liliana Yamagishi, Ebelia Smit, Tristan O'Reilly, Zane Byford, Grayson Nicholas, Liam Brown, Carter 
Nagel and Deklyn Hazelwood-Stoneham 

CoachMrs Kathryn Yamagishi 



 

 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 



 

🏐 Taupō Netball League Finals Day 🏐 
🏐 Taupō Netball League Finals Day 🏐 
What a fantastic finish to the Taupō Netball League season last Saturday! The weather was mild, and we 
enjoyed a wonderful morning of exciting netball, determination and success. 
 
Our Year 8A Pulse had a fantastic win against Taupō Nui A Tia 9A. Their strong defensive pressure, 
quick thinking and ability to run into space on attack gave them the edge throughout the game. Playing 
against older and stronger girls did not phase them, and they showed great composure and confidence 
from start to finish. 
 
After Nui had beaten them in their previous game, this was a particularly rewarding result. Pulse finished 
the season on a high, gaining valuable confidence and momentum as they prepare for the AIMS Games. 
What a fantastic way to finish the season! 👏🏐 
(Ella Newth, Isla Kemp, Jaydah Rikihana, Kaia Ofanoa, Orlando Gray, Paige Rangikataua, Phoebe 
Squires, Portia-Lee Hakiwai, Shiloh McQuinlan, Sienna Rivers) 
 
  
 
The match of the day was the TIS Mystics versus TIS 7A Magic. Mystics started strongly, taking a 9–
2 lead at the end of the first quarter. However, our young Year 7 players fought back bravely. Both teams 
displayed some excellent attacking play, and after a tactical change, Magic moved ahead in the third 
quarter. 
 
The final quarter was closely contested, with both teams matching each other goal for goal. In the end, 
TIS 7A Magic came out on top, winning the Intermediate Premier Championship and Final. (Aaliyah Tukaki, 
Amoree Brink, Georgina Emani, Honor Kirikau, Isla Bennett, Jessica Rakei, Joanne Te Heu Heu, Kayleigh 
Michels, Lacey Mckenna and Maria Stewart) 
 
TIS Mystics took home a well-deserved silver medal. 
(Adi Lee, Avery Lee, Emma Day, Faith Egan, Harlow Cribb, Mia Bron, Mikayla Blackbourn, Nikau 
Asher, Orlando Gray, Peyton Weston) 
 
Our Year 7 development team, TIS Steel, secured the bronze medal after a tight and exciting game 
against rivals Hilltop. Both teams had to dig deep and fight hard for possession, but Steel held their 
nerve and lived up to their name, securing a 19–17 win. It was a thrilling game to watch, and the spectators 
were certainly kept on their toes! 
 
(Adelyn Pritchard, Aria Walker, Emmy Reedy, Iritana Tupara, Lyah Manaiapoto, Kayla McKenna, 
Mea Baker, Mia Kei, Ngos Matenga Kingi, Skylah Gibbs.)  
 
In the Year 7 and 8 Champions Division, TIS Rebels  
( Blaise Hickman, Ciara-Lee Holt, Jayde Wiggan, Kaley Munro, Ketia Campbell, Olive Smith, Stacey 
Te Mete, Tegan Sherman) 
 
played strongly and solidly in defence to win the division, with TIS Sting ( Anna Robertson, Charlie 
Sheenan, Dylan Wi, Ebelia Smit, Frankie Wakefield, Harper Hornsby, Isla-Mae Frost, Kaia 
McIntosh, Mackenzie Streeter, Maysen Clark,Vahsity Harmer) 
 
bringing home the silver medal. Unfortunately, Sting could not penetrate the Rebels’ strong defence. 
 
 
 



 

TIS Stellar 
(Ava Binnie, Evie Liddle, Frankie Clarke, Harper Hansard, Kenzie Ngamotu, Leilani Young, Miller 
Hill, Molly Lee, Skyla Dow, Sophie De Plessis) 
played valiantly and kept their heads up but were unable to overcome St Pats, finishing fourth. It was 
wonderful to see the improvement the players have made throughout the year, and we are excited to see 
what next season brings. 
Rounding out the Champions League, we also had TIS Force (Eva Carmichael, Harper Tuwairua- Masters, 

Hawaiki Ngamotu, Kayleen Naidu, Marie T-Kuka, Mila Tahere, Riarn Reihana, Sethuki Devanarayana, 
Skyza Shelford Tiarni Gillett) 

competing strongly. 
In the TIS Reserve League, TIS Firebirds  

( April Kahia-Maynard, Ava Quinn, Anya SOrenson, Bella Roberts, Katie Kruze, Lily Hendl, Kaylah Nield, 
Mia Jamieson. RUbi Popham, Zoey McDougall) 

went into the match as favourites and lived up to that reputation. They played strongly, created some 
excellent attacking opportunities and took home the gold medal in their division. 

 
Overall, it was a fantastic end to an awesome season! A huge thank you to all our amazing coaches and 
team managers for their dedication, support and commitment every Saturday morning. It has been a 

pleasure watching our students grow, develop and enjoy their netball throughout the season. 💙🏐👏 
 
 

  
 

   
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Three weeks into another Technology rotation. Students have enjoyed the 
many challenges of learning to thread and use a sewing machine and have 
now finished their first project. Next week students will be working through 
the design process to design and make a project of their choice. There has 
been lots of conversations in class and sharing of ideas around this. I am 
always amazed with the great ideas that our students come with for their 
main projects.   
 
Whaea Nikki 

          
 

          
 

          



 

 

 
Kia ora! My name is Zanelle, and I’m excited to be part of the school community.  I’m 
originally from South Africa and moved to New Zealand with my family about 3 years 
ago.  I have a passion for teaching and helping students feel confident and supported in 
their learning.  I’m looking forward to getting to know our students and families and 
having a fantastic year together! 

Zanelle Ras, Room 17 

 

 



 

 



 

TAUPO INTERMEDIATE STAFF 
Board Presiding Member: Simon Bendall (sbendall@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Principal: Brent Woods (bwoods@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Sam Blake (Year 8 Dean) (sblake@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Michelle Patterson (Year 7 Dean) (mpatterson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Sports Coordinator: Sam Bradley (sport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

CLASSROOMS/TEACHERS 

Room 1 
Michael Tonks (mTonks@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 2 

Wendy Marais (wmarais@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 3 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 4 

CWAA CLASS Sarah Hack (shack@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 5 
Kelly Rangihika (krangihika@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 6  

Salendra Kumar (skumar@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 7 
Shivani Chand (schand@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 8 

Pamela Clydesdale(pclydesdale@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 9 
Cheryl Berkahn-Weir (cberkahnweir@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 10 

Kriza Cruz (kcruz@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 11 
Suzanne Rokstad (srokstad@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 

Room 12 
Giovanna Frizon (gfrizon@taupointermediate.co.nz) 



 

Room 13 
Maria Gray (mGray1@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 14 

Courtney Warren (cwarren@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 15 
Courtney Fitness (cfitness@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 16 

Kim Crofskey (kCrofskey@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 17 
Zanelle Ras (zRas@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 18 

Donna Shaw (Literacy Support) (dshaw@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Room 19 

Bernadette Gallagher (Numeracy Support) (bgallagher@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Room 20 

(Support Hub Office & Hauora Room) 
Room 21  

LSC Rebecca Ingram (learningsupport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 22  
BOYS CLASS Rob Emerson (rEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 23 

BOYS CLASS Phil Somers (psomers@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 24 
GIRLS CLASS Priscila Shepherd (pshepherd@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 25 

GIRLS CLASS Jacqueline Emerson (jEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS 
 

Food Technology: Amy Kingan (AKingan@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Visual Arts: Pamela Wood (pwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Materials & Design: Nikki Morris (nmorris@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Science: Kate Callaghan (kcallaghan@taupointermediate.co.nz)  
& Amanda Mangelsen (aMangelsen@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
LEARNING ASSISTANTS 

 

Learning Assistants: Donna Shaw/Bernadette Gallagher/Carol Davis 
Merenea Hurae/Kelvin Crickett/Cameron Bradley/Nia Maxwell 

Anita Shepherd/Dee Campbell/Charne Whitham 
 

OFFICE/SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Office Manager/PA/Board Secretary: Rachel Wakelin (admin@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Finance Manager: Corinne Jacobshagen (accounts@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Office Receptionist: Dianne Coe (office@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Caretaker: Mark Hadfield (mhatfield@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Assistant Caretaker: Gavin Balcombe (gBalcombe@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Tuckshop Manager: Kristie Bush (kbush@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 


