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Kia ora parents, caregivers and whānau, 
 
It is hard to believe we are already over the halfway mark of Term 3 and heading towards the holidays 
once again. We are not quite sure where the term is disappearing to, but it certainly seems to be flying 
by! As the saying goes, time flies when you're busy and having fun, and there has certainly been 
plenty happening here at Taupō Intermediate School. 
 
Cross Country Success 
 
Last Friday, our Cross-Country team competed in the local Taupō Interschools Cross Country event. 
We are incredibly proud to announce that for the fourth consecutive year, Taupō Intermediate School 
has won the Year 7 & 8 Teams Trophy. This award recognises the outstanding individual 
performances that contribute to the overall team points competition. 
 
Congratulations to all our speedy, determined, and highly competitive young runners. Your hard work, 
commitment, and sportsmanship were on full display throughout the event. There were some 
outstanding individual performances, including a few records being broken, and these achievements 
helped secure another team title for Taupō Intermediate School. 
 
Well done to every student who represented our school so proudly. You are champions both on and 
off the course. 
 
Science Fair Excellence 
 
This week, several of our students travelled to Hamilton to participate in the Waikato/Bay of Plenty 
Science Fair. These students have worked tirelessly throughout the term, dedicating countless hours 
to planning, investigating, analysing, and presenting their scientific discoveries. 
 
The quality of the projects and display boards was exceptional, showcasing not only scientific 
understanding but also creativity, perseverance, and innovation. 
 
Congratulations to all our students who participated in this prestigious competition. Regardless of the 
results, you should be immensely proud of the effort and commitment you have shown. 
 
A special congratulations goes to Benjamin Grant, Kauri Crabb, Olive Smith, Tea Bosshart, Maia Gray, 
and Ella Newth, who have all received prizes at this year's event. We will not find out the details of 
their awards until the official prizegiving, which will be held on Thursday 10 September at Berkley 
Normal Middle School. 
 
These are awesome achievements, and we are all incredibly proud of you. Thank you for representing 
Taupō Intermediate School with such excellence and enthusiasm. 
 
Project Movement 2026 
 
A special thank you to Taupō-nui-a-Tia College for inviting our DanceNZmade Hip Hop Troupe to 
perform at their Project Movement 2026 showcase on Thursday evening. 
 
This was a fantastic opportunity for our dancers to experience the exceptionally high standard of 
dance being achieved by secondary school students and a privilege to share the stage with so many 
talented performers.  
 



 

 
Experiences like this provide inspiration, motivation, and valuable learning opportunities as our students 
continue to develop their own skills and confidence. 
 
A huge thank you to Nikki Quinn and Sophie Coxhead for helping make this opportunity possible. 
The Hip Hop Troupe is now fully focused on preparing for the upcoming DanceNZmade Nationals, which will 
take place in just a few weeks' time. We wish them all the very best as they continue to train and represent 
our school with pride. 
 

Year 8 Secondary School Visits 
 
Special thanks also go to Taupō-nui-a-Tia College and Tauhara College for hosting our Year 8 students 
during their visits this week. 
 
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to experience local secondary school life firsthand, meet staff 
and students, explore learning opportunities, and gain a better understanding of each school's unique culture 
and environment. 

These visits are an important part of helping our Year 8 students prepare for the next stage of their 
educational journey, and we appreciate the time and effort that both schools invested in making our students 
feel welcome. 
 

Board Community Hui 

Thank you to all the parents, caregivers, and whānau who attended the TIS Board Community Hui on 
Tuesday evening. 

The hui provided a valuable opportunity to share the progress being made in response to the feedback 
received from our community during 2025. It also allowed attendees to confirm priorities and contribute 
additional ideas that will help shape the strategic direction of Taupō Intermediate School as we begin planning 
for our 2027-2028 Strategic Plan. 

It was particularly exciting to see so many parents and whānau of current Year 6 students attending and 
contributing to discussions about their children's future learning journey at Taupō Intermediate School. Your 
insights and perspectives are highly valued, and we thank you for taking the time to be involved. 

 

Teacher Only Day and Professional Learning 

Today's Teacher Only Day marks the beginning of three days of professional learning focused on Structured 
Literacy, a Ministry of Education initiative aimed at strengthening literacy outcomes for all learners. 

Alongside face-to-face learning, our staff will also participate in a range of online training sessions throughout 
the term. We are excited to be involved in this important initiative, as we know that high-quality literacy 
instruction has a significant impact on student achievement. 

As we continue to embed Structured Literacy practices into our teaching programmes, we look forward to 
seeing the positive benefits for our learners both now and into the future. 

 

Looking Ahead 

With only a few weeks remaining in Term 3, there is still plenty happening around the school. Whether it is in 
the classroom, on the sports field, on the stage, or through academic competitions, our students continue to 
impress us with their dedication, resilience, and willingness to take on new challenges. 

Thank you once again to our parents, caregivers, and whānau for your ongoing support. The success of our 
school is built on strong partnerships between home and school, and we are grateful for the encouragement 
and support you provide every day. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 
TIS Leadership Team 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Taupō Intermediate Maōri Whānau Engagement Hui 
 

Whakapiri mai 
Whakatata mai 

 

Koinei te hui hei whakapuaki i ō koutou wawata mō ō tātou rangatahi. 
This is a meeting to express your aspirations for your rangatahi. 

 
WHAT:  Come along to our Māori Whānau Engagement Hui. 

WHEN:  Monday 31st August, 6pm - 7.30pm 
WHERE:  Taupō Intermediate School Hall 

WHY:  To ensure our school’s strategic direction reflects the  
voice of our Māori community.  That’s you! 

 
 

These were important priorities raised in the hui held in 2025. 
 

Celebrate Māori success as Māori success. 
Elevate Māori culture within our kura. 

Strengthen Te Reo Māori and Tikanga integration. 
Enhance Māori competence and representation in staffing. 

Improve whānau engagement and communication. 
Foster Student cultural identity and voice. 

 

Please come along and have your say regarding the Strategic Direction of our kura, 
to represent our Māori community.  Your input is important. 



 

 

Current supports at TIS 
Girls social support group with Real 

Jujitsu for boys with Real 
Aspire with The Salvation Army 

Young Pioneers at Taupo Timebank 
Ringcraft Boxing for boys and for girls with Cam 

Granny Readers in the library 
One to one counselling with Real, Mana Ake and Anamata 

Just Dance with Mana Ake/Lunch club with Mana Ake 
Breakfast club 

Literacy and Maths support groups 
Music lessons 

RTLB in various classes 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_쒠쒡쒢쒣쒤 HELP FEED OUR FUTURE AT TAUPO INTERMEDIATE! 莯莰莱莲莳莴莵莶获莸莹莺莻莼莽莾莿菀 
Sponsor Our Breakfast Club & Fuel Young Minds 

 

Every morning at Taupo Intermediate, our dedicated team of teacher aides and 
volunteers serves warm Milo and toast to ensure our students start their day ready to learn. 
Because our school does not qualify for government-funded initiatives like KidsCan, we rely 
100% on the generosity of local businesses and wonderful community families to keep our 

pantry stocked. 
 

WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP - A simple warm breakfast makes a massive difference in student 
focus, attendance, and wellbeing. To keep our doors, open every school morning, we need 

ongoing donations or sponsorships for: 
***Bread & Spreads (Butter, Jam, Vegemite) 

***Milo & Milo 
***Breakfast bowls, cups, and napkins 

***Financial contributions to purchase fresh supplies 
 

WHAT WE OFFER OUR SPONSORS - We love recognizing those who help our Tamariki thrive! 
In return for your business or family sponsorship, you will receive: 

***Window Advertising: Your business logo or family name proudly displayed on our  
Breakfast Club window. 

***Newsletter Feature: Exposure to hundreds of local families in our regular Taupo 
Intermediate newsletter. 

***Community Gratitude: Knowing you are directly nourishing local students every single day! 
 

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY! - Whether you are a local business owner looking to give back 
or a family wanting to support fellow students, every bit helps.   

Contact Taupo Intermediate Today! 
***Phone: 07 378 8097 

***Email: admin@taupointermediate.co.nz 
***In Person: Drop by the main school office to discuss how you can help! 

 

Thank you for supporting our school community and powering up our students for success! 



 

 

   



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

SPIRIT goes to 
BANDQUEST!! 

Last week the TIS rock band Spirit travelled to Hamilton to compete at Rockshop Bandquest 
2026 alongside other bands from across the Waikato region. Bandquest is a national 
competition where school rock bands compete against each other live on stage in the hope of 
reaching the national final. 

Let me introduce you to the members of the band. There is triple-whammy band leader, 
keyboardist and vocalist Pippa Walker, the snack queen vocalist League Gray, the chill guy 
vocalist Louie Lucas, the walking exclamation point guitarist Eden Truman, the blister-buster 
bassist Hollie Gray, the perpetual motion machine drummer Isabella Sapsford, and our rock 
solid, totally committed technician Charlotte Vaughan. 

 

   

 

We wouldn’t have made it to Bandquest without our amazing band teacher Mr Wood and pick-
me-up singing coach Keri. Keri was a great help to our band’s singers, helping them to improve 
their harmonies and singing techniques. Every Monday after school the band got together for 
rehearsals, and when it got closer to Bandquest we had additional rehearsals during intervals 
and lunch breaks. 

When Bandquest day finally arrived, there were lots of nerves and excitement in the air. We 
spent the morning at school rehearsing in the music room before heading off in the school van 
to the Clarence Street Theatre in Hamilton for afternoon soundchecks. During soundchecks we 
met the other bands, made new friends, and even got to meet the judges who were super 
friendly and supportive and gave us some great tips for our upcoming performance. After the 
soundchecks we hit McD’s for some dinner then got changed into our amazingly designed band 
t-shirts for the performance (thanks Keri!). 

 



 

 

When it was finally time for the show to start, all the bands went into the mosh pit and got 
called backstage one by one to tune our instruments before heading on stage. Spirit was on 
last, so we had time to have fun watching all the other bands play and get psyched up in the 
mosh pit before going on stage and rocking out. We played an awesome original song called Lost 
and Found written by Pippa Walker, and a cover of Holiday by Green Day. On stage we had 
loads of fun and really got into it. We played our absolute best with a great performance that 
we are all proud of. 

 

    

 

We didn’t place in the competition which made Mr Wood say, “My band has been robbed again!”, 
but we knew he and Keri were proud of us anyway. Pippa Walker won the Outstanding 
Keyboardist Award which we all saw coming due to her amazingness, and I think we all deserved 
Best Bandmate awards for sticking together, supporting each other, and delivering a 
performance we can be proud of regardless of the outcome of the competition. 

 

For the rest of this year, we are looking forward to playing together as Spirit as much as we 
can and making the most of our band before the year 8’s head off to college. We’ll be getting a 
new set of songs ready to perform, so watch this space…there could be another Spirit 
performance loading! 

 

Thank you again to our amazing band teachers Mr Wood and Keri. We couldn’t have done this 
without you. And thanks also to our parents and whanau for supporting us and coming to 
Hamilton to cheer us on. 

 

By Isabella Sapsford 

 



 

 
 

 
🏃 Taupo Inter Schools Cross Country Championships 🏆 
What a fantastic day for TIS! Our runners showed incredible grit, determination 
and TIS spirit to win the Taupo Schools Championship Trophy! 💙💛 
 
Congratulations to our Taupo Champions: 
🥇 Micah Wallace – Year 7 Girls Champion | NEW TAUPO RECORD – 7:55 
🥇 Ben Pridham – Year 8 Boys Champion | NEW TAUPO RECORD – 7:12: 
🥇 Know Short – Year 7 Boys  Champion 
🥇 Nyla Grigg – Year 8 Girls Champion  
 
TIS also dominated the placings the Year 8 Girls with Skye Conway 2nd, Tea 
Bosshart 3rd and Kauri Crabb 4th  while George Gregory 2nd in the Year 7 
Boys and Jack Gibson 3rd in Year 8 Boys. 
 
Our Year 7 and Year 8 relay teams both finished 1st, capping off an 
outstanding team performance. 
 
🏃 Tough Guy/Gal Challenge 
We had plenty of mud, fun and smiles at the Tough Guy/Gal Challenge on 
Wednesday! A huge thank you to our parents who helped with transport. 
 
🏐 Volleyball Trials 
Volleyball trials are underway at lunchtime. Students should listen to the morning 
notices to find out which day their year group is trialling. Teams will be 
announced on the Sports Noticeboard once Mrs Woods has selected the teams. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
🏉 Rippa Rugby 
Rippa Rugby sessions with Josh and the Kings Country coaches are going well and 
will continue on Thursdays. Teams will be selected following these sessions. 
Permission slips for the tournament have been sent via HERO, with paper copies 
also available from the Sports Office. 
 
👕 Winter Sports Uniforms 
A reminder that all winter sports uniforms must be returned by Friday 4 
September. Any uniforms not returned will be charged for. 
 
🏆 AIMS Games 
Only one week to go! Our AIMS Games athletes are getting excited and putting 
the finishing touches on their training and fundraising. 
 
There will be an AIMS Games Parent Meeting on Tuesday 1st September at 
6:00pm in the School Hall to go over expectations and answer any questions. 

 

     
 
 

     
       

    



 

 

  
 
 

   
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
A Morning of Science with the Science Roadshow! 
 
 

On Friday the 14th of August, some of our Taupō Intermediate students had the exciting 
opportunity to take part in the Science Roadshow!  
 
 

Students were initially selected through an expression of interest for the Waikato Science 
Fair, with other students also taking up the opportunity to join at the last minute on the 
day. It was fantastic to see so many students keen to get involved and explore their 
interest in science! 
 

         
 
 

The day began with an engaging demonstration lesson all about our senses, where 
students explored how we experience and respond to the world around us. They then had 
an hour to explore the amazing experiments and activities set up by the Science 
Roadshow team. 
 
 

To finish the day, students took part in another interactive lesson exploring chemistry in 
the kitchen, discovering the science behind some of the things we see and do every day. 
A big thank you to our fantastic student helpers — Sadie, Holly, Micah, Nia, Maia, Tea, 
Erin, Pippa, Olive and Kauri — who stayed for the day and presented experiments to 
students from other schools. This was a wonderful opportunity for them to develop their 
communication, confidence and leadership skills, whilst sharing their enthusiasm for 
science with others. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
We would also like to extend a special thank you to Taupō District Mayor John Funnell for 
taking the time to come along and see the Science Roadshow in action. It was wonderful 
to have him visit and see our students getting involved in such an exciting science 
experience. 
 
It was fantastic to see our students being curious, asking questions, getting involved and 
having fun with science. A huge thank you to the Science Roadshow team for an inspiring 
and memorable day!  
 
 

     
 
 

          
 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
                   

 
 



 

 



 

TAUPO INTERMEDIATE STAFF 
Board Presiding Member: Simon Bendall (sbendall@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Principal: Brent Woods (bwoods@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Sam Blake (Year 8 Dean) (sblake@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Michelle Patterson (Year 7 Dean) (mpatterson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Sports Coordinator: Sam Bradley (sport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

CLASSROOMS/TEACHERS 

Room 1 
Michael Tonks (mTonks@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 2 

Wendy Marais (wmarais@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 3 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 4 

CWAA CLASS Sarah Hack (shack@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 5 
Kelly Rangihika (krangihika@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 6  

Salendra Kumar (skumar@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 7 
Shivani Chand (schand@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 8 

Pamela Clydesdale(pclydesdale@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 9 
Cheryl Berkahn-Weir (cberkahnweir@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 10 

Kriza Cruz (kcruz@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 11 
Suzanne Rokstad (srokstad@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 

Room 12 
Giovanna Frizon (gfrizon@taupointermediate.co.nz) 



 

Room 13 
Maria Gray (mGray1@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 14 

Courtney Warren (cwarren@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 15 
Courtney Fitness (cfitness@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 16 

Kim Crofskey (kCrofskey@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 17 
Zanelle Ras (zRas@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 18 

Donna Shaw (Literacy Support) (dshaw@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Room 19 

Bernadette Gallagher (Numeracy Support) (bgallagher@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Room 20 

(Support Hub Office & Hauora Room) 
Room 21  

LSC Rebecca Ingram (learningsupport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 22  
BOYS CLASS Rob Emerson (rEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 23 

BOYS CLASS Phil Somers (psomers@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 24 
GIRLS CLASS Priscila Shepherd (pshepherd@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 25 

GIRLS CLASS Jacqueline Emerson (jEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS 
 

Food Technology: Amy Kingan (AKingan@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Visual Arts: Pamela Wood (pwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Materials & Design: Nikki Morris (nmorris@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Science: Kate Callaghan (kcallaghan@taupointermediate.co.nz)  
& Amanda Mangelsen (aMangelsen@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
LEARNING ASSISTANTS 

 

Learning Assistants: Donna Shaw/Bernadette Gallagher/Carol Davis 
Merenea Hurae/Kelvin Crickett/Cameron Bradley/Nia Maxwell/Anita Shepherd 

Physical Education Tutors:  Dee Campbell/Charne Whitham 
 

OFFICE/SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Office Manager/PA/Board Secretary: Rachel Wakelin (admin@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Finance Manager: Corinne Jacobshagen (accounts@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Office Receptionist: Dianne Coe (office@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Caretaker: Mark Hadfield (mhatfield@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Assistant Caretaker: Gavin Balcombe (gBalcombe@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Tuckshop Manager: Kristie Bush (kbush@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 


