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Kia ora e te whānau, 
 
As we come to the end of another successful term, I would like to take this opportunity to 
celebrate the many achievements, opportunities, and experiences that have made the past 
few months so memorable for our students. 
 
At Taupō Intermediate School, our mission is to provide a stimulating environment where 
all students strive for personal excellence. This remains at the heart of everything we do. 
Guided by our vision to make a positive difference using the TIS Way, we continue to 
encourage our students to think deeply, become actively involved in school life, and 
demonstrate respect and manaakitanga towards others. 
 
 
Highlights From the Week 
 
 
Rewards Mufti Day 
 
On Monday, we recognised and celebrated the students who went above and beyond in our 
Colour Run fundraising campaign with a special Mufti Day. Their enthusiasm, commitment, 
and hard work helped make the fundraiser a tremendous success, with all students benefiting 
from the resources and opportunities it will provide. A sincere thank you to our students, 
whānau, and community for your outstanding support. 
 
Contributing School Visits 
 
Throughout the week, our student leaders visited contributing primary schools to share their 
experiences of life at Taupō Intermediate School. These visits provided Year 6 students with 
an opportunity to hear firsthand about the transition to intermediate school, the learning 
opportunities available, and the many sporting, cultural, and leadership experiences on offer 
at TIS. 
 
In addition, our evening parent presentations were well attended and provided valuable 
opportunities for prospective families to learn more about our school, our programmes, and 
what makes Taupō Intermediate such a special place to learn and grow. 
 
Big Music Day Out 
 
Our talented musicians enjoyed a fantastic Big Music Day Out at the Taupō Events Centre. 
Students participated in an exciting day of music-making before joining together in a 
spectacular orchestral performance. It was wonderful to see our young musicians showcasing 
their skills and passion for music in front of local dignitaries, parents, caregivers, and whānau. 
We are incredibly proud of the dedication and courage they displayed. 
 
 



 

Kiwiana Production Rehearsals 
 
Preparations continue for our much-anticipated Kiwiana Production. Rehearsals have been in full 
swing as students and staff work hard behind the scenes to bring this production to life. The energy, 
creativity, and commitment shown by everyone involved have been outstanding. We are excited to 
share the finished performance with our community during Term 4, Week 3, across three evenings of 
performances. 
 
Living Our Values 
 
This week has provided countless examples of our school values in action: 
 
 Thinking | Whaiwhakaaro through creativity, problem-solving, and learning. 
 Involvement | Whaiwāhitanga through participation in music, leadership, fundraising, and 

production rehearsals. 
 Showing Respect | Manaakitanga through supporting one another, welcoming visitors, 

and representing our school with pride. 
 
These values continue to strengthen our school culture and help our students become positive 
contributors to their communities. 
 
Thank You 
 
As we conclude the term, I would like to sincerely thank our incredible board, staff, students, parents, 
caregivers, and wider community for your ongoing support. 
 
The additional time, encouragement, transport, supervision, fundraising support, and care you 
provide for our Tamariki does not go unnoticed. The success of our students is a direct reflection of 
the strong partnership that exists between home and school. 
 
Thank you to our staff for their commitment and dedication, and to our students for embracing 
opportunities and striving to achieve their personal best. 
 
Have a Safe and Enjoyable Holiday 
 
I wish all our students, staff, and families a well-deserved and restful holiday break. Take the 
opportunity to spend time with family and friends, recharge, and enjoy the beautiful surroundings our 
community has to offer. 
 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back next term for another exciting chapter filled with 
learning, opportunities, and success. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
TIS Leadership Team  

              



 

 

 



 

 

 
Current supports at TIS 

Girls social support group with Real 
Jujitsu for boys with Real 

Aspire with The Salvation Army 
Young Pioneers at Taupo Timebank 

Ringcraft Boxing for boys and for girls with Cam 
Granny Readers in the library 

One to one counselling with Real, Mana Ake and Anamata 
Just Dance with Mana Ake/Lunch club with Mana Ake 

Breakfast club 
Literacy and Maths support groups 

Music lessons 
RTLB in various classes 

 
 
 

 
Taupo nui a tia College 

 
Extra transition visits provided for whanau and students wishing to know 

more about Taupo Nui a Tia College.  
 

Weeks 7 to 10 Term 3 and Weeks 1 to 5 in Term 4 with Debs Morrison at 
3.15pm Tuesdays & Thursdays. 

 
Please meet in the school office or give the school a ring to let them know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
What a way to finish Term 3 in style! Last week, we had 12 Taupō Intermediate School teams competing at 
the King Country Rippa Rugby Tournament, and what a fantastic day it was. 
 
Our students played with great enthusiasm and showcased some excellent skills; breakaway tries and strong 
defensive rips throughout the tournament. It was fantastic to see the students competing hard, supporting one 
another and enjoying their sport. 
 
We were incredibly proud to have four TIS teams make it through to the semi-finals — Girls TIS 1 and Girls 
TIS 2, as well as Boys TIS 1 and Boys TIS 3. The boys' teams then faced each other in the final, with plenty 
of TIS students there cheering them on and creating an amazing atmosphere. 
 

 Boys TIS 1 and Girls TIS 1 were crowned Taupō Champions! 
A huge congratulations to all our players for their efforts, sportsmanship and commitment. Both teams will 
now go on to represent Taupō at the Regional Tournament on Wednesday 21st October. 
A massive thank you also goes to all the parents who gave up their time to support and manage teams. We 
really appreciate the time and commitment you give to help make these opportunities possible for our 
students. 
 

 Summer Sports – Term 4 
Next term we get into our Summer Sports programme, with: 
🏉 Touch – Thursday evenings 
🏐 Volleyball – Friday nights at AC Baths 
🤿 Underwater Hockey – Friday nights 
 
If your son or daughter is interested in taking part in any of these sports, please let me know by Friday 2nd 
October. 
 

 TIS Winter Sports Prizegiving 
We will also be celebrating our 2026 TIS Winter Sports Prizegiving on Wednesday 14th October at 6:00pm in 
the TIS Hall. 
 
The evening is organised and run by our fantastic TIS Sport Leaders and gives us the opportunity to 
acknowledge our students who have been selected for Most Valuable Player (MVP), Most Improved Player 
(MIP) and TIS Values Awards. 
 
Due to the size restrictions of our hall, invitations are limited to award nominees and coaches. 
It is also an opportunity for us to say a huge thank you to our amazing coaches, team managers and umpires 
for their commitment, expertise and the countless hours they give to our students throughout the season. 
 

 We are incredibly grateful for everyone who contributes to making TIS Sport such a success. 
 
Finally, have a fantastic and well-deserved holiday break! Keep active, enjoy some time with family and 
friends, and we look forward to seeing everyone back for Term 4 and another exciting summer of sport! 
 
 



 

 

      

 

    
 

   
   
 

   
 

      
 



 

       

T.I.S Divas Shine on 
the National Stage 

 
Congratulations to our TIS Divas Hip Hop Troupe, who achieved an 
outstanding result at the DanceNZmade Nationals in Palmerston 
North last weekend. After placing 4th at the Regional 
Championships, the troupe stepped up to finish an impressive 3rd in 
New Zealand, showcasing their talent, dedication, and hard work. 
 
A special thank you to Sophie Coxhead, a Taupō-nui-a-Tia College 
student, for her exceptional choreography and the countless hours 
she invested in supporting and developing the troupe. We also 
extend our sincere thanks to all parents, caregivers, and whānau 
who supported the dancers and travelled to Nationals to cheer them 
on. 
 
Congratulations to every member of the TIS Divas for your 
outstanding commitment, teamwork, and determination. You 
represented Taupō Intermediate School with pride and should be 
incredibly proud of your achievement.  

   
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Taupō Junior Cricket registrations are open! 
Follow the link to register - our early pricing is available until 27 Sept 2026 (Colts & Junior A = $95, 
Junior B = $70, Smash Play = $45) and payment plans are available: 
https://www.playhq.com/new-zealand-cricket/register/384166 
Our season starts with friendly musters from Friday 16 October and runs until Friday 2 April, with a 
break over the holidays! All games are played on Fridays at Owen Delany Park and our Smash Play 
Programme is Wednesdays at Kaimanawa Reserve. 
Wondering what format is for your player? Check out the NZ Cricket Age & Stage chart below and at 
the bottom you will see the Taupō Junior Cricket Grades and what equipment/clothing you will need. 
Pactices? These are lead by our awesome Lake Taupo Cricket Club professional players and are run at 
Kaimanawa Reserve: 
Junior B - Tuesdays 3.30 - 4.30pm 
Junior A (Hardball & Emerging) - Tuesdays 4.30 - 5.30pm 
Smash Play - Wednesdays 3.30 = 4.30pm 
Colts - Wednesdays 4.30 - 6pm 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

TAUPO INTERMEDIATE STAFF 

Board Presiding Member: Simon Bendall (sbendall@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Principal: Brent Woods (bwoods@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Sam Blake (Year 8 Dean) (sblake@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Deputy Principal: Michelle Patterson (Year 7 Dean) (mpatterson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Sports Coordinator: Sam Bradley (sport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

CLASSROOMS/TEACHERS 

Room 1 
Michael Tonks (mTonks@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 2 

Wendy Marais (wmarais@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 3 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 4 

CWAA CLASS Sarah Hack (shack@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 5 
Kelly Rangihika (krangihika@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 6  

Salendra Kumar (skumar@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 7 
Shivani Chand (schand@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 8 

Pamela Clydesdale(pclydesdale@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 9 
Cheryl Berkahn-Weir (cberkahnweir@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 10 

Kriza Cruz (kcruz@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 11 
Suzanne Rokstad (srokstad@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 

Room 12 



 

Giovanna Frizon (gfrizon@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Room 13 

Maria Gray (mGray1@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 14 
Courtney Warren (cwarren@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 15 

Courtney Fitness (cfitness@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 16 
Kim Crofskey (kCrofskey@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 17 

Zanelle Ras (zRas@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 18 
Donna Shaw (Literacy Support) (dshaw@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Room 19 
Bernadette Gallagher (Numeracy Support) (bgallagher@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Room 20 
(Support Hub Office & Hauora Room) 

Room 21  
LSC Rebecca Ingram (learningsupport@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 22  

BOYS CLASS Rob Emerson (rEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 23 
BOYS CLASS Phil Somers (psomers@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
Room 24 

GIRLS CLASS Priscila Shepherd (pshepherd@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
 

Room 25 
GIRLS CLASS Jacqueline Emerson (jEmerson@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY TEACHERS 
 

Food Technology: Amy Kingan (AKingan@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Visual Arts: Pamela Wood (pwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Materials & Design: Nikki Morris (nmorris@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Performing Arts: Jon Wood (jwood@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Science: Kate Callaghan (kcallaghan@taupointermediate.co.nz)  
& Amanda Mangelsen (aMangelsen@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

 
LEARNING ASSISTANTS 

 

Learning Assistants: Donna Shaw/Bernadette Gallagher/Carol Davis 
Merenea Hurae/Kelvin Crickett/Cameron Bradley/Nia Maxwell/Anita Shepherd 

Physical Education Tutors:  Dee Campbell/Charne Whitham 
 

OFFICE/SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Office Manager/PA/Board Secretary: Rachel Wakelin (admin@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Finance Manager: Corinne Jacobshagen (accounts@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Office Receptionist: Dianne Coe (office@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Caretaker: Mark Hadfield (mhatfield@taupointermediate.co.nz) 

Assistant Caretaker: Gavin Balcombe (gBalcombe@taupointermediate.co.nz) 
Tuckshop Manager: Kristie Bush (kbush@taupointermediate.co.nz) 


